
Comprehension Evaluation DEEP thinking Application

What’s this 
passage saying? 

[face value]

What does this 
passage teach us?  

…about God? 
life? ourselves?

How is this 
different from 
what the world 

teaches?

If you applied 
what you learn 

from this 
passage, how 
would your life 
look different?

Scripture:
MATTHEW 21:1-11

Key Question:

Questions Every Time:

How do we need saving?

• Read Zechariah 9:9. Anything familiar? What does this tell us about Jesus? 
• What is Jesus’ attitude while entering Jerusalem? (v. 5) 

• Everyone is celebrating because they are expecting a king! A hero! How is Jesus probably different than 
the king and hero they imagined? 

• The word “Hosannah” is a cry of desperation that means “save! Please, save us now!” Read Psalm 
118:25-26. What do you think everyone was asking to be saved from? What prompts you to cry, “save!”? 

• What did Jesus really come to save us from? 
• The people welcomed Jesus joyfully hoping for physical salvation and Jesus offered whole person 

salvation—spiritual, psychological, emotional, physical, eternal salvation—knowing that, what are you 
doing to welcome the Savior? What are your “palm branches” of worship and celebration?

Questions For Deeper Thinking:

That’s why we need to remember the story...because God doesn’t just leave us 
in our lost and defeated state. He comes, but not like we want. He doesn’t 
come like the national guard. He doesn’t come like a conquering king. He 

comes humbly. He identifies with us in our suffering. He takes on our pain and 
sorrow. He wins our hearts even before he lifts our burdens. —Mitchel Lee 

QUOTE

Context

What else do we 
need to know to 
best understand 

this passage?

Discuss these five questions and the 
deeper thinking questions in whatever 

order is most helpful for learning!
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